AROUND THE WORLD PIZZA DELIVERY, STILL HOT, TASTY AND FAST
Johannesburg, 13 July 2007, Can a pizza be delivered from South Africa to London in 39 days still hot and tasty? The crew of Scooters Pizza certainly can, if not, it is free! 

The crazy crew at Scooters Pizza who have taken up this challenge are Carlo Gonzaga, Luigi Gonzaga, Jay Currie and Curt Silver. The four men will travel through the African continent with the aim of setting a world record for the longest pizza delivery on a motorbike.

Carlo Gonzaga, or “Mini Me” to his longstanding friends, is the CEO of Taste Holdings which is the holding company for Scooters Pizza and Maxi’s. Carlo and Luigi founded Scooters Pizza which opened its first door in Durban in 2000. Carlo is also the self appointed navigator for the trip. “I’ve been told to ride slow because my bike is the most tricked-out one on the planet and will probably require a generator to run all the accessories,” said Carlo jokingly. He will attempt to record the trip for posterity sake, all because of his belief and confidence that he can at some stage write meaningful memoirs.
Luigi Gonzaga, nicknamed “The Godfather” by his younger compatriots, is Carlo’s father and the oldest out of the group at the age of 63. Age is not a factor for Luigi who is an avid motorcycle enthusiast. In his Italian accent Luigi has this to say about his team members and the trip:  “According to the young-a ones, I should be the cautious one in the group because of my age, but age brings wisdom. What I know about riding a motorbike, they still-a have to learn!” Luigi is originally from Italy and will be celebrating 40 years since leaving Italy for Africa by delivering a pizza to his 94 year old mother who still lives in Fidenza, where both she and Luigi were born.
The third team member, Jay Currie, otherwise known as FB65, was asked to be the support vehicle for the adventure; “I’m a reasonably bright guy,” he said,  “and it didn’t take me long to figure out that it wouldn’t be that much fun listening my iPod for nine hours a day.  Anyway, I couldn’t let these guys have more fun than me so I decided to go along.  The challenge was that until January this year I didn’t know how to ride a bike!”  Jay has never ridden on a scooter before, let alone a 260kg BMW through sand, so the question is, will he be the weak link in the deadline driven adventure?  Will he even get his drivers licence in time?
Last but not least is Curt “Meat Pig” Silver who is based in London and is the most experienced rider (tar only) in the group, after Luigi of course. “We are scared that the little London sunlight and cushy lifestyle have made him soft,” Luigi added mockingly.  While Curt loves Scooters Pizza he has been trying to get the team to do more sightseeing, whereas Carlo and Jay really want to get to London.   “I will naturally try my best to incorporate a few unplanned detours past famous landmarks, while the rest of the crew try dismally to resist me with their best efforts.  I suspect I’ve got an ally in Luigi though!” said Curt. He will also take care of the videoing of the trip. Curt also hopes that it will be possible to find a motorbike before the team departs!
Curt, Carlo and Jay have been friends since schooldays and have all been best men at each others weddings, so this is more than just a work-related adventure.  Luigi has seen these three grow up and been through their tribulations of crashed cars, broken hearts and general stupidity.   The crazy four will leave at the end of August, with no backup motor vehicles, with their bikes being completely self sufficient.  The team have almost no off-road riding experience and they are quite honestly dreading the 4000km between Nairobi and Cairo.  Sand gravel roads and potholes are becoming the focus of the nightmares.  They will carry their own fuel, sleeping kit and of course the motivation behind this thrill, the legendary Scooters pizza, which will be contained in a portable freezer strapped to the back of Carlos bike.  
By the end of this trip, the question should be answered; can a pizza be delivered from South Africa to London in under 39 days, still hot and tasty?
For more information on the journey, visit the Scooters Pizza website at www.scooterspizza.co.za and click on The Epic link. 
/Ends.
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About the Pizza:
The team will actually cook 3 standard off-the-menu 23cm Margherita pizzas, with no tomato, in the Kensington branch of Scooters Pizza.  This is the same pizza any consumer would get if they ordered it.  This is an authentic Scooters Pizza.  The pizza will then be frozen in a normal deep freeze to get to about -18 degrees.  This pizza will then be transferred to a standard off-the-shelf portable freezer, that plugs into the bike electronics of Carlo’s bike.  The freezer will have 8kg of your standard freezer blocks, in addition to the three pizzas.  The freezer will run only when the bike in motion, otherwise it will run the small 12V battery flat, rendering Carlos bike largely useless!  The challenge is therefore to keep the pizza frozen while the bike is off and the freezer is not running.  That’s the purpose of the freezer blocks:  The freezer will get to -18degrees while it is running, and will slowly warm up when the bike is off.  How quickly it warms up depends on the amount of freezer blocks in the freezer.  So far it seems that the freezer can keep things colder than -9 degrees for about 36 hours.  With the temperatures in Sudan exceeding 42 degrees, and potentially three days of no riding while they use a ferry, the team will have to monitor that pizza very, very closely and probably be quite resourceful during those off days.
